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Why should a company consider starting a new business in or moving operations to Hearne?  Perhaps the most important consideration is Hearne’s convenient central Texas location.  80% of the Texas population lives within a 200-mile radius of Hearne.  This places Hearne smack dab in the middle of one of the fastest growing areas in the nation.


As the crossroads of TX6, US79, & US190, Hearne has more highway traffic volume per day than most nearby similarly-sized towns.  Caldwell, Rockdale, Cameron, Marlin, Kosse, Groesbeck, Marquez, Calvert, & Franklin don’t receive anywhere near the highway traffic Hearne gets daily.
TX6 stretches north-south from its origin near the Galveston Causeway to the Texas-Oklahoma state line near Quanah.  US79 goes east-west from its origin at I-35 in Round Rock to the Texas-Louisiana state line near Bethany & I-20.  US190 stretches from the Texas-Louisiana state line near Bon Wier to Iraan where it connects with I-10.  TX21 passes 18 miles south of Hearne on its route from San Marcos to the Texas-Louisiana state line.  From Hearne, it is 55 miles to I-45; 68 miles to I-35; 105 miles to I-10; 150 miles to I-20.
With improvement & expansion of TX6 a top Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) priority, TX6 between Waco & Hearne is being transformed into a major thoroughfare.  Indeed, this stretch of TX6 is starting to resemble a wide interstate highway with two travel lanes in each direction & a center grassy median.
Just how many vehicles a day currently travel & are projected to travel along local highways?
TxDOT reports that an average of 21,000 vehicles per day traveled the main stretch of TX6 through Hearne in 2007.  That’s 638,750 vehicles per month or 7,665,000 vehicles per year.
Since 27.5% of these vehicles were trucks, an average of 5,775 trucks a day traveled TX6 through Hearne in 2007.  The extended figures are 175,656 trucks per month or 2,107,875 trucks per year.
TX6 is obviously Hearne’s high traffic corridor.  US79 in Hearne has 5,600 fewer vehicles traveling on it per day (15,400) than nearby TX6.  Hearne’s US79, however, still tops all of the above central Texas towns.

Hearne’s TX6 traffic count of 21,000 vehicles per day was significantly higher than TX6 in Calvert (11,700 vehicles per day) & more than three times higher than US79 traffic in Franklin (6,800 vehicles per day).  Local traffic counts dramatically drop to 11,400 (towards Calvert) & 7,100 (towards Franklin) after TX6 & US79 split just north of Hearne.
While last year’s Hearne TX6 traffic counts are impressive, these numbers are expected to increase by 176% over the next twenty years.  By the year 2027, roughly 36,990 vehicles per day will likely be traveling through Hearne on TX6.  That’s a projected increase of almost 16,000 vehicles per day over 2007 figures!  In 2027, some 1,125,112 vehicles per month or 13,501,350 vehicles per year are expected to be traveling through Hearne on TX6.
“As the highways go, so goes the commerce,” says one knowledgeable observer.
The prognosis is great for highway-dependent Hearne businesses which can expect to gain access to large numbers of travelers & send/receive materials & products in all directions due to Hearne’s transportation hub status.  The prognosis is not so good for people who think Hearne already has too much traffic.
Robertson County Newspapers are now online at www.robconews.com.  To view Crossroads Reports at this site, click on “editorial” on the maroon tool bar at the top right corner of the splash page.  Under Hearne Democrat, choose “editorial” again.  Links to Crossroads Reports & Shannon Scasta’s weekly columns should appear.  You must be a registered user to access full newspaper content online.

Some two hundred Crossroads Reports appearing in this newspaper since early 2005 are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on the “Crossroads Report” link to view past reports.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of the City of Hearne, Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards, or Hearne Chamber of Commerce.

